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1.1 Initiative for the Philosophy of Praxis and Concrete Social Science

1.2      The problem situation and task of comprehensive renewal

1.3     Main tasks of self-criticism and conceptual development 
The challenges particularly concern the philosophical and scientific foundations of 
integral praxis thinking, the core concept of a real systemic and social alternative, 
the role of modern social and nation-statehood, and the question of prospects for 
emancipation in the face of the decadence of the old world, the diversity of social 
formations and global situations, and the pervasive presence of precarious, 
miserable, and conflictual conditions.

The PRAXIS Initiative is dedicated to the exploration and further development of 
the dialectical praxis thinking introduced by Marx, the philosophy of praxis, and 
ultimately a paradigmatically elaborated concept of praxis. It aims to contribute to 
the orientation of the societal and political Left, while also affirming the existential 
and world-philosophical scope of this approach.

The intensified crisis of praxis, Marxism and socialist thinking—as well as of the 
left—In the unfolding age of transition calls for a return to the novelty of Marx’s 
concept of praxis in the history of mind and society. It also necessitates a 
comprehensive self-reflection and further development of this tradition as political 
philosophy, political economy, and societal practice.  

1. Crisis and further development of Marxist thought



2. Marx and the search for an alternative system 

2.1      Criticism alone does not lead to concrete alternatives 

2.2      Marx’s historical conceptual limitation and Its resolution  

2.3      General thesis on latency-laden social capitalism

Through critique of capitalism and, based on that, by inverse reasoning or abstract 
negation, no concrete alternative can be identified.  In this sense, the previously 
prioritized reading of a 'critique of political economy' is also insufficient. What is 
inherent here, and what is needed now is an approach rooted in a dialectically 
qualified, transformative science of political economy and social revolution.

Marx was scarcely able to reach other, more concrete ideas of societal 
processuality and a systemic and social alternative. In the 'womb’—that is, in the 
depths of industrial capitalism of his time—the reproduction and constitution 
conditions of the sought-after higher formation had not yet crystallized enough. 
The key to solving this problem thus lies in the metaphor that points to an existing, 
real 'latency'.

After industrial capitalism, during the thirty-year unstable, transitional period of war, 
crisis, and revolution, a form of social capitalism emerged in the postwar era. 
Within it, a systemic alternative began to take shape for the first time, emerging 
subtly or latently through the process of contradictory praxis.  At the time, this alter-
native was not perceived— due to various, including concrete, tangible reasons. 



3. The emergence of latency-laden social capitalism

3.1      The trend towards infrastructuralization and the new department

3.2 / 3.3  Forms, main departments or dimensions of societal reproduction

3.4      The central mediation and governance of the social state

In the course of the secular trend towards the infrastructuralization of social praxis, 
public services have, over the course of the 20th century, transformed into the form 
construction of social-infrastructural or social-economic services, thereby 
constituting a new, system-essential main department of reproduction. 

Modern legal, fiscal, and social statehood is based on the necessity of fiscal, 
financial, and budgetary mediation between the main departments of reproduction 
and the associated central and municipal, socio-economic and political,  regulatory 
and governance tasks. This formation of social capitalism comprises the immanent 
possibility of a systemic alternative.   

Social-economic services are organized in a highly 'organic composition’ or 
investment-driven way. They form a non-commodity economic form by providing 
socially self-referential, general foundations for the economy and society. Their 
department stands in a complementary relation to industrial commodity production.
Marx's theory of capital primarily contains the formation or dimension of industrial 
commodity production, the institutionality of capital, and the relationship between 
wage labor and capital, along with the innovative yet crisis-prone processuality 
driven by the systemic constraints of valorization, growth, and expansion. 



4.       Historical formational placement and topicality 

4.1      Historical formational placement of social capitalism 

4.3      The latency-laden core structure in the 21st century 

4.2     Antithetical and industrial-economic attempts at socialism  
The initially antithetical, industry- and planned economy-driven attempts at 
socialism in the 20th century could not persist in this form. The Third World still 
faced significant challenges in terms of catching up with development and 
decolonization. The dominance of capitalism, which continued to innovate and 
expand, eventually including digitalization, could not be broken in the 20th century.

After the industrial capitalist era, welfare-state-driven social capitalism was the first 
formation to carry an alternative. Anyway, this alternative couldn’t emerge during 
the Cold War, due to opposition to monopoly capital and imperialism.  What 
followed was not late capitalism, but the rise of financial capitalism and neoliberal 
globalization, the setbacks of which are now becoming increasingly apparent.. 

The latent alternative could not be eradicated because it is based on 
socioeconomically irreversible developments: Social capitalism refers to the 
formationally contradictory core structure of modern society, despite all incursions 
by capital and financial markets, social austerity, and globalization. In this incipient 
transitional period, the task is to help bring the new into being. Otherwise, 
regressive dynamics threaten to prevail—marked by populist-fascist 
authoritarianism and exterminist tendencies.
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5.     Tripartite structural model of social reproduction



6.1      On the methodology of dialectical transformation research

6.3      The societal middle ground or the municipal level 

6.  Approach to reproduction and transformation analysis   

6.2      Tripartite structural model of the social capitalist formation
The tripartite structural model illustrates the politico-economic core process: The 
commodity and social-economic reproduction sectors are materially and value-
economically interconnected, mediated through the fiscal and social state. An 
internal or local economy strengthens the relative self-referentiality of this 
formation, or its internal cycles.

The method of transformation research consists of an initially abstract, 
comprehensive modeling—essentially an extension of Marx's reproduction model, 
incorporating the new main department and the role of the modern state. This is 
followed by a precise value, reproduction, and praxis analysis, which, through the 
contradictory dimensions of the praxis and process context, captures the emerging 
and pressing formation within it.

This sphere encompasses households and consumption, familial life, everyday life 
and urban praxis, media-savvy, communicative sphere, the cultural life of 
individuals, the forming of their personal identity and of the general intellect and, 
not least, civil activitiy and political participation. This realm is sustained by income 
derived from commodified or socially organized labor, along with the appropriation 
of social-economic services. Self-employed activities or services, home or social 
reproduction, and voluntary work constitute distinct categories within this domain. 



7.1      Impossibility of adequate financing of public services

7.2      Implications of fiscal and capital-economic misalignment 

The capital-affine social state, relying solely on taxation of income and profits, can 
never adequately finance social-economic services: their enormous requirements  
in constant capital or investment goods are produced in the other department and 
could only be transferred in the necessary dimension through a capital levy. 
Otherwise, continued state indebtedness remains the only option.

The largely uncomprehended fiscal-political misalignment is accompanied by the 
relative autonomization of capital and finance, the dependency and indebtedness 
of the fiscal and social state, and by tendencies towards social discrimination and 
extreme inequality, power relations and the crippling of democracy. These 
dynamics result in social austerity, as well as the financialization and 
commodification of the foundational economy.
7.3      Ecological destruction, productivism, global expansion  
The innovational and civilizational force of capitalism—driven by the compulsion 
towards valorization and perpetual growth—is intrinsically tied to the exhaustion of 
natural foundations, an overbearing productivism, alienated technocracy, the 
erosion of social rationality, and economic-political expansionism and imperialism.  
Consequently, global relations remain strained and deeply conflictual, extending up 
to and through the institutional architectures of international governance.

7. Constitutional problems of the capitalist formation



8.1      Capital transfer tax and the emancipation of the social state

8.2      Value relations and form constructions of the social state economy 

8.3 Unleashing an ecological and democratic sociality

The introduction of a capital levy constitutes an intervention at a nodal point of 
systemic relations—one through which everything can potentially be transformed. 
The empowerment of the legal, fiscal, and social state—finally as sovereign fiscal 
authority—corresponds to internally transformed value and reproduction relations 
and enables the emergence of an alternative economic and social formation.

Social-economic services are now recognized as value-creating and as a 
prerequisite for industrial commodity production. This initially exists invisibly and 
unpaid within respective value funds. In particular, the capital levy brings those 
values into visibility and, through public management and transfers, contributes 
decisively to the expenditures and thus to the value product of the services. Now, 
without the coercion of valorization, surplus values rank as social savings.

What emerges is a transformative system of societal reproduction and praxis—
characterized by economic balance, relative self-referentiality, and ecological 
governability. This is accompanied by new forms of law and property, associative 
institutions of praxis, developed individuals, and a participatory-democratic sociality. 
Such a sovereign constitution enables the cooperative and egalitarian shaping of 
international political and economic relations, interdependencies, and orders.

8. Social state economy as a latent alternative system



9.1      Social state economic constitution and sovereignty

The consolidation of a social sate economy corresponds with trends of 
deglobalization and the necessary socio-ecological transformation. A mixed, 
societal steered, and balanced economic constitution is consistent with corporative 
forms of enterprise governance free from financial capitalist control, or with tax-
and fiscally-supported social-economic institutions instead of their privatization.  In 
the new context, digital hyperproductivity makes it possible to significantly expand 
the domain of social-economic employment—or to reduce working hours. 

9.2      The mixed and balanced character of the new economic system

9.3     The necessary change, the forces of emancipation and reaction
The developmental and transformative potential for a formative shift—that is also 
an ecological as well as cultural change—resides in the socio-economic totality of 
the emerging formation and the societal and political forces associated with it in 
one way or another.  However, these forces cannot consolidate or prevail against 
the powers of reaction without an ideational footing and a reasonable program.

The sovereign constitution of society in the form of democratic legal, social, and 
national statehood represents a positive outcome of historical development—
beyond all earlier forms and aberrations. The social state economy reconfigures 
and consolidates this as the basis for all forms of cooperation, for example, within a 
confederal Europe, and more broadly, for equal and multipolar global relations.  

9. Key points and programmatic perspectives



10.2     From the critique to a real science of political economy 

10.3     Historical Processuality and the Human Perspective

10.1     The future of Praxis, Marxist, and Socialist Thought

The activation of the value-, reproduction-, and praxis-analytical method of 
dialectical transformation research, along with the outlined basic concept of the 
social state economy as a systemic alternative, marks the long-overdue step from 
traditional critique towards a transformative science of political economy and 
corresponding programmatics. From here also lights up the horizon of exploring 
the todays formational contradictory world conditions and a evolving, urgently 
needed new world order.

The further development of Marxist thought within the concept of praxis begins with 
Marx’s ontic-dialectical notion of ‘praxis’. This concept is elaborated in the sense of 
a constitution, epistemology, and theory of science—now informed by a philosophy 
of mind—capable of grasping the contradictory and perspectival nature of social 
reality and human emancipation and thereby demonstrating its analytical power.

A piecemeal social-ecological engineering approach is insufficient to realize the 
formational turn.  The anticipated transition unfolds as a struggle—a movement 
from the new within the old towards the new, with sublated elements of what came 
before. In the most diverse global constellations, there is always a need to find 
orientation in the spirit of socialist perspectives - not least a fundamental, 
existential reflection on praxis as earthly-human and also universal mode of being.

10. Dialectical Praxis thinking and social emancipation
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